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Client Self-Assessment Questionnaire

To develop an appropriate allocation for your investment portfolio and to help us develop your personalized investment objectives summary (IOS), it is important to understand your investment experience, your time horizon and your risk tolerance.  Your responses to these ten (10) questions will help in the design of your investment portfolio, provide guidance for future investment decisions, and establish a basis for evaluating your portfolio performance.  Please put an “x”  in the most appropriate box beside each answer to indicate your response.

	1.
	In what time frame do you estimate that you will need to begin taking periodic withdrawals from the money you are investing?

	
	
	

	
	(
	Immediately.

	
	
	

	
	(
	Within the next 3 Years.

	
	
	

	
	(
	From 3 to 5 Years.

	
	
	

	
	(
	From 5 to 10 Years.

	
	
	

	
	(
	Longer than 10 Years.

	
	
	

	2.
	Once you begin making withdrawals, over how many years do you expect to draw down assets from this portfolio?

	
	
	

	
	(
	Five to ten years.

	
	
	

	
	(
	Less than five years.

	
	
	

	
	(
	Lump sum / one-time distribution.

	
	
	

	
	(
	More than ten years.

	
	
	

	3.
	If a unique circumstance were to require an amount of capital equal to at least one-fourth the value of this portfolio, where would you obtain the money? 

	
	
	

	
	(
	All from this portfolio.

	
	
	

	
	(
	The majority from this portfolio.

	
	
	

	
	(
	From other savings/investments.

	
	
	

	
	(
	Less than half from this portfolio, and the remainder from other savings and investments.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	4.
	When you review your portfolio, do you focus more on the individual positions or the overall portfolio? 

	
	
	

	
	(
	I am only concerned with the overall portfolio performance.

	
	
	

	
	(
	While the overall portfolio performance is important, I tend to focus primarily on the performance of individual positions in the portfolio.

	
	
	

	
	(
	Both are equally important to me.

	
	
	

	5.
	How would you most likely react to losses in your portfolio? 

	
	
	

	
	(
	I understand the portfolio value will fluctuate and that in order to achieve higher returns over a 5-10 year period, short-term losses are likely.  I would continue to remain invested.

	
	
	

	
	(
	I am not sure how I would react.

	
	
	

	
	(
	During difficult periods I have a harder time sticking to my guns and feel safer taking a temporary defensive position until things improve.

	
	
	

	6.
	Which of the following statements best describes what you did during any recent investment losses you suffered? 

	
	
	

	
	(
	Bought more.

	
	
	

	
	(
	Sold quickly to avoid further losses.

	
	
	

	
	(
	Continued to hold the investment.

	
	
	

	
	(
	Held too long then sold close to the bottom.

	
	
	

	7.
	Is your ability to accept risk different now than it was before the stock market decline of 2008? 

	
	
	

	
	(
	I am more concerned with risk today and inclined to invest more conservatively.

	
	
	

	
	(
	I can accept more risk today because the investment opportunities are better.

	
	
	

	
	(
	My willingness to take on risk is no different today than it was prior to the bear market.

	
	
	

	8.
	Which of the following best describes your expectations for performance?

 

	
	
	

	
	(
	My performance should at least equal the stock market.

	
	
	

	
	(
	I am willing to accept a little lower return than the stock market in exchange for a little greater safety.

	
	
	

	
	(
	I don’t care what the stock market does as long as I can beat inflation at low risk.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	(2 additional choices on next page)

	
	(
	My level of return doesn’t matter as long as I don’t lose money over any more than a few months.

	
	
	

	
	(
	I want to beat the stock market and am willing to assume above-average risk in pursuit of capital growth.

	
	
	

	9.
	Describe the kind of risk with which you are comfortable: 



	
	
	

	
	(
	I could handle being down over a three-year period, but not longer.

	
	
	

	
	(
	I could handle a one-year loss, but do not want to pursue a strategy that could result in longer periods of loss.

	
	
	

	
	(
	I could handle losses over one or two quarters, but would not be comfortable subjecting myself to longer down periods.

	
	
	

	
	(
	I don’t want to lose any money ever.  I could handle only a very small loss over a few months at most.

	
	
	

	
	(
	I could accept being down over longer than three years if my long-term return potential was above average.

	
	
	

	10.
	In terms of magnitude, indicate the level of worst-case return you could accept in pursuit of above-average returns?

	
	
	

	
	(
	Zero return over one year.

	
	
	

	
	(
	5% loss over one year.

	
	
	

	
	(
	10% loss over one year.

	
	
	

	
	(
	15% loss over one year.

	
	
	

	
	(
	20% loss over one year.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Client Name:____________________________________ Phone: ________________________

Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________

Client Signature: ________________________________ Date:__________________________

Investment Advisor Signature: __________________________Date: _____________________

Thank you!

